Watershed Activities Descriptions
Claire Bowin, AICP, LEED AP

Los Angeles Department of Planning

I'm working on the Cornfield Arroyo Seco Specific Plan that will establish three new mixed-use zoning districts in a 600+ acre area just north of Union Station. The new districts will include site specific requirements for landscaping, open space, and stormwater infiltration as a means of maximizing opportunities to improve the quality of the watershed. The requirements work cooperatively with additional urban design requirements to support increased pedestrian, bicycle, and transit usage.

Woodie Tescher

Principal Technical Professional/Planning + Urban Design

PBS&J

I am not working directly on a watershed-related initiative, however, for years I have been integrating sustainable development practices as underlying themes in preparing comprehensive general plans, specific plans, transit oriented development plans, urban design, and related policy and regulatory documents.  Best development practices for the type, location, design, and standards of development that minimize impacts and protect the integrity of watershed are an essential component of comprehensive sustainabiliity strategies in these.  Two key project examples: City of San Gabriel Valley Boulevard Neighborhoods Sustainability Specific Plan (recipient of SCAG's Compass Award of Excellence for Innovation for Sustainability Planning) and the Merced University Community Plan.

Milasol C. Gaslan, Chief

Inland Storm Water Section

RWQCB 8, Santa Ana Region

One of the goals we have in the upcoming renewal of the municipal storm water permits for a couple of inland counties within our Regional Board jurisdiction is to have a watershed-based approach that would integrate strategies to manage water quality (TMDLs and 303(d) listed water bodies), stream and stream habitat protection (hydromodification management, sediment balance, etc), storm water management and re-use  with land use planning policies and design. Watershed development and re-development strategies implemented by each jurisdiction must address stream stability and water quality  impairments at and downstream of the watershed.  Some of the tools we're looking to the municipalities to advance ( a majority of these are already in the current permit) are to promote in their ordinances and standards the use of low impact development techniques, smart growth principles and, urban runoff capture treatment and reuse, and water conservation principles in landscape choices and design.     

Mark G. Adelson

Regional Planning Programs Section

CA RWQCB, Santa Ana Region

Through the urban area-wide stormwater NPDES permitting program, an initiative that Regional Board staff would like to advance is to leverage agencies with land use planning authority to begin to apply low-impact development practices on a the scale of the watersheds and sub-watersheds that are within their jurisdiction or sphere of influence.  This could be done in lieu of, or in addition to, the small-scale LID implementation now being required and practiced.  Well planned, large-scale LID implementation holds the promise of LID implementation that can integrate with and serve a variety of community infrastructure needs, e.g., water quality, habitat protection, flood control, water supply, recreation, open space, aesthetics, transportation, etc., while being both environmentally and economically attractive.  Integrating large-scale LID projects with other infrastructure needs may also create, open up and/or leverage grant- or loan- funding opportunities that are not available to more narrowly focused LID implementation efforts. 

Sara Agahi, PE, CFM 
Watershed Protection Program 
San Diego County Department of Public Works 
I am serving as the San Diego Region Copermittee lead on the development of the Hydromodification Management Plan (HMP) and the Model Standard Urban Storm Water Mitigation Plan for Land Development and Public Improvement Projects (SUSMP).  

Johanna Chang

LA DWP

The purpose of the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power’s Watershed Management Group (WMG) is to improve the management of stormwater running onto and within the City of Los Angeles.  The primary goal of the WMG is to capture stormwater flows in the Eastern San Fernando Valley to recharge the San Fernando Groundwater Basin..  Because “Watershed Management” is described as a holistic approach to local water resource issues, the WMG also addresses other activities such as flood control, water quality, water conservation, and other open space enhancements.  Through varied projects and partnerships, the WMG will greatly increase groundwater recharge while promoting multi-beneficial watershed opportunities throughout the City of Los Angeles.

Matt A. Yeager, D.Env

Storm Water Program Manager

San Bernardino County Flood Control District

1. LID Guidance and Training Project: the project funded by prop 40 and the SMC has developed a draft LID tech manual and will be monitoring selected LID features in the field over a 3 – 5 year period to help determine their effectiveness.  Resulting data will be evaluated and incorporated into BMP design and applicability portions of the Manual.  One element of the Manual is intended to be a guide to developing Specific Plans that address water quality and conservation—this is being developed by Krista Sloniowski and colleagues. 

2. San Bernardino County Stormwater Program has developed a geodatabase of the drainage channels in the watershed area of the MS4 Permit.  Stream susceptibility to hydromodification is being evaluated and will be one of the mapped stream attributes.  The map is intended to be a key link in a decision tree that will determine acceptable hydromod performance for new/redevelopment projects—ultimately links to the WQMPs (SUSMPs). 

Albert Martinez, P.E.

Associate Civil Engineer

Santa Ana Watershed MS4 Permit Manager

Riverside County Flood Control & 

Water Conservation District

Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation District is the MS4 Permit coordinator in Riverside County.  Our attendance to this session is to learn more about regional land use design concepts.  
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